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Proposals for a Scottish Visa System 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I write to you regarding the Scottish Government’s proposals to create a new Scottish visa system which will work to protect Scotland’s unique interests in terms of our workforce and declining population – issues which are to be worsened by Scotland’s withdrawal from the European Union. 

I would like to take the opportunity to outline the evidence in favour of Scotland taking a different approach to immigration, and having the ability choose a system which works in the interests of our distinct needs, which differs from the UK Government’s current proposals. 

The majority of Scotland's population growth for the next 25 years is projected to come from migration. This represents people who are choosing to make Scotland their home, people who are choosing to work in Scotland and contribute to our society and people who are welcome to come here. As I am sure you will be aware, people from other countries – both EU and non-EU member states – work across various sectors in our society from agriculture and healthcare to hospitality and science and research. 

The new immigration controls proposed by the UK Government ends the free movement of people, goods and business after Brexit and evidence suggests that these proposals are expected to exacerbate the risk of skills gaps and labour shortages here in Scotland. They will be detrimental to Dumfries and Galloway – an area which I know we both want the best for. 












I was extremely disappointed by the Home Office response to the proposals from the Scottish Government which dismissively stated that “immigration will remain a reserved matter.” I would therefore remind you that without migration, Dumfries and Galloway could face a demographic crisis that could hammer public services like the NHS and social care, as well as the 48% share of Scotland’s dairy farms which we both represent. 

However, I am pleased that despite the UK Government’s careless dismissal of the Scottish Government’s progressive plans, industry and employers across Scotland recognise that getting the migration system right is vital for our social and economic wellbeing. 

Support for the Scottish Government proposals include:

Andrew McRae, FSB’s Scotland policy chair, who said: 

“The new paper from the Scottish Government is a timely and evidence-based intervention. It sets out a pathway towards a UK system that can flex for Scotland’s distinct demographic and economic needs, without creating additional burdens for smaller businesses. 
 
“The UK Government should acknowledge that it is possible and desirable to enable its immigration system to respond to different regions and nations, as well as maintain strict border controls and a user-friendly system.”

Sara Thiam, Chief Executive of the Scottish Council for Development and Industry, who said: 

“Scotland has distinct needs in immigration. At SCDI we’ve long advocated for differentiation from UK system which is geared towards reducing net migration.”

Clare Slipper, Political Affairs Manager for NFU Scotland, who said:

“Pleased to hear from Nicola Sturgeon and Ben Macpherson at migration policy event this morning that Scot Gov supports @NFUStweets view that Scotland's rural areas need open and flexible migration policy options.

Chris Deerin, Director of Reform Scotland, who said:
“We welcome this intervention by the Scottish Government. It is a step in the right direction and, even if the specific system proposed does not come to 








fruition, it should be taken seriously by the UK Government and treated as the starting point for a conversation and agreement.”

Given this support from different professional bodies and unions from across a wide variety of sectors within Scottish society, and in the best interest of the constituents we both represent and Dumfries and Galloway, I am urging you to support the Scottish Government’s proposals for a Scottish visa system and ask that you stand up to your Westminster colleagues and call on them to give Scotland the ability to meet our distinct needs.  

I would be happy to meet with you to discuss these proposals and look forward to hearing back from you soon. 


EMMA HARPER MSP 

Representing South Scotland 
































[image: ]

Emma Harper MSP I South Scotland Region I Regional Office, Dumfries: Unit 7, High Street, Loreburne Shopping Centre, DG1 2BD I Telephone: 01387 255 334 I Email: emma.harper.msp@parliament.scot

image1.emf

image2.jpg




image3.gif
The Scottish Parliament
Parlamaid na h-Alba





